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Belper town centre is not actually in
the middle of Belper: most of the town
is to the east.
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The mills and Strutt housing which form
an important part of the World Heritage
Site are at the northern end of Bridge
Street, away from the main shopping
area (King Street). At the eastern end of
King Street are the Market Place, which
hosts the popular monthly farmers
market, and the newly-reopened Ritz
Cinema.  Both of these have revived
that part of the traditional town centre. 

AMBER VALLEY BOROUGH
LOCAL PLAN POLICIES:

ER1c = mixed use redevelopment area
TC1 = town centre boundary
TC2 = primary shopping frontages

Belper Town Centre is spread out. 

depending on how it is done,
development of the Meadows' Edge site
could either: 
Reinforce the links between the different
parts of the town centre or 
Draw activity away from the historic
centre.

Belper at the
crossroads

Belper has changed many times in the past.
Now we are facing more big changes - 
most immediately the redevelopment of the
former Thorntons site on the Meadows Edge,
now owned by Tesco.  This will have an
impact much wider than the site itself.
This leaflet aims to encourage informed debate
about the future of our town.

The Meadows Edge is a once in a lifetime opportunity to improve the town
as a whole - particularly the links between the town and its river.  We must
get this development right.

Amber Valley Borough Council has yet to come up with alternative views or
visions for Meadows Edge - their Development Brief for the site, currently
being prepared for public consutlation, is unlikely to be complete in
advance of Tesco's planning application.  The Civi Forum wants to
encourage the Council to take a more active stance on this development.  

Belper Civic Forum aims to
  · promote a more comprehensive vision for this site in the context of the 
    town as a whole;
  · ensure that there is full consultation with the local community.

Let's make sure we have our say this time!
You could: 
  · Write to the paper
  · Let your councillors & MP know what you think
  · Contact us for a questionnaire to fill in
  · Get actively involved - let us know what skills you have or jobs you would 
     like to do
  · Join Belper Civic Forum

BELPERCIVIC FORUM Independent · community based · politically non-aligned

Contact:

belpercivicforum@hotmail.co.uk

or

Secretary:  c/o 67 The Fleet,
Belper, DE56 1NU

Local planning policy is set out in the Amber Valley
Borough Local Plan 2006, available for inspection at the
council offices in Ripley or on the internet at
http://www.cartoplus.co.uk/amber_valley/.

National planning policy for town centres and shopping
is set out in Planning Policy Statement no. 6 (ODPM,
2005), available on the internet at
http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1501955.

Maps in this leaflet are based on the Ordnance Survey
by permission of HMSO.  © Crown copyright.  All rights
reserved.
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The key issue is ...
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The Meadows Edge
The Meadows Edge site falls within the
designated 'town centre' area (TC1), but is
physically right on the edge of the town.  It
is not in the primary shopping frontage (TC2
= King Street). King Street is the preferred
location for shopping development and
where applications for new shops would be
approved without too many questions.
Government and local planning policies
within the rest of the 'town centre' (TC1
area) give preference to:
· Offices including small businesses such as 
  banks, estate agents and hairdressers
· Leisure and entertainment facilities such as
  pubs & restaurants
· Retail (any sort of shop of varying sizes - 
  chains or independent)
· Arts, culture and tourism, such as libraries, 
  museums, visitor centres, cinemas

This is the old Thorntons site off Derwent
Street which we have called the Meadows
Edge.  In the Local Plan it is ER1c: 
Economic Regeneration policy no. 1 site C.
Eric is a mixed use re-development site
identified in the Local Plan for ALL of the
town centre uses listed above.  
Eric says these could include retail but
should not be predominantly retail.  The
precise mix of uses is supposed to be set out
in a development brief which the council is
committed to preparing and adopting
before any proposals are considered.

Introducing ERIC




