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Belper town centre is not actually in
the middle of Belper: most of the town
is to the east.
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The mills and Strutt housing which form
an important part of the World Heritage
Site are at the northern end of Bridge
Street, away from the main shopping
area (King Street). At the eastern end of
King Street are the Market Place, which
hosts the popular monthly farmers
market, and the newly-reopened Ritz
Cinema.  Both of these have revived
that part of the traditional town centre. 

The Meadows Edge

AMBER VALLEY BOROUGH
LOCAL PLAN POLICIES:

ER1c = mixed use redevelopment area
TC1 = town centre boundary
TC2 = primary shopping frontages

Belper Town Centre is spread out. 

depending on how it is done,
development of the Meadows' Edge site
could either: 
Reinforce the links between the different
parts of the town centre or 
Draw activity away from the historic
centre.

Belper at the
crossroads

Belper has changed many times in the past.
Now we are facing more big changes - 
most immediately the redevelopment of the
former Thorntons site on the Meadows Edge,
now owned by Tesco.  This will have an
impact much wider than the site itself.
This leaflet aims to encourage informed debate
about the future of our town.

The Meadows Edge is a once in a lifetime opportunity to improve the town
as a whole - particularly the links between the town and its river.  We must
get this development right.

Amber Valley Borough Council has yet to come up with alternative views or
visions for Meadows Edge - their Development Brief for the site, currently
being prepared for public consutlation, is unlikely to be complete in
advance of Tesco's planning application.  The Civi Forum wants to
encourage the Council to take a more active stance on this development.  

Belper Civic Forum aims to
  · promote a more comprehensive vision for this site in the context of the 
    town as a whole;
  · ensure that there is full consultation with the local community.

Let's make sure we have our say this time!
You could: 
  · Write to the paper
  · Let your councillors & MP know what you think
  · Contact us for a questionnaire to fill in
  · Get actively involved - let us know what skills you have or jobs you would 
     like to do
  · Join Belper Civic Forum

BELPER CIVIC FORUM
Independent · community based · politically non-aligned

Contact:

belpercivicforum@hotmail.co.uk

or

Secretary:  c/o 67 The Fleet,
Belper, DE56 1NU

Local planning policy is set out in the Amber Valley
Borough Local Plan 2006, available for inspection at the
council offices in Ripley or on the internet at
http://www.cartoplus.co.uk/amber_valley/.

National planning policy for town centres and shopping
is set out in Planning Policy Statement no. 6 (ODPM,
2005), available on the internet at
http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1501955.

Maps in this leaflet are based on the Ordnance Survey
by permission of HMSO.  © Crown copyright.  All rights
reserved.
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The key issue is ...

The Meadows Edge site falls within the
designated 'town centre' area (TC1), but is
physically right on the edge of the town.  It
is not in the primary shopping frontage (TC2
= King Street). King Street is the preferred
location for shopping development and
where applications for new shops would be
approved without too many questions.
Government and local planning policies
within the rest of the 'town centre' (TC1
area) give preference to:
· Offices including small businesses such as 
  banks, estate agents and hairdressers
· Leisure and entertainment facilities such as
  pubs & restaurants
· Retail (any sort of shop of varying sizes - 
  chains or independent)
· Arts, culture and tourism, such as libraries, 
  museums, visitor centres, cinemas

This is the old Thorntons site off Derwent
Street which we have called the Meadows
Edge.  In the Local Plan it is ER1c: 
Economic Regeneration policy no. 1 site C.
Eric is a mixed use re-development site
identified in the Local Plan for ALL of the
town centre uses listed above.  
Eric says these could include retail but
should not be predominantly retail.  The
precise mix of uses is supposed to be set out
in a development brief which the council is
committed to preparing and adopting
before any proposals are considered.

Introducing ERIC
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The mills and Strutt housing which form
an important part of the World Heritage
Site are at the northern end of Bridge
Street, away from the main shopping
area (King Street). At the eastern end of
King Street are the Market Place, which
hosts the popular monthly farmers
market, and the newly-reopened Ritz
Cinema.  Both of these have revived
that part of the traditional town centre. 

AMBER VALLEY BOROUGH
LOCAL PLAN POLICIES:

ER1c = mixed use redevelopment area
TC1 = town centre boundary
TC2 = primary shopping frontages

Belper Town Centre is spread out. 

depending on how it is done,
development of the Meadows' Edge site
could either: 
Reinforce the links between the different
parts of the town centre or 
Draw activity away from the historic
centre.

Belper at the
crossroads

Belper has changed many times in the past.
Now we are facing more big changes - 
most immediately the redevelopment of the
former Thorntons site on the Meadows Edge,
now owned by Tesco.  This will have an
impact much wider than the site itself.
This leaflet aims to encourage informed debate
about the future of our town.

The Meadows Edge is a once in a lifetime opportunity to improve the town
as a whole - particularly the links between the town and its river.  We must
get this development right.

Amber Valley Borough Council has yet to come up with alternative views or
visions for Meadows Edge - their Development Brief for the site, currently
being prepared for public consutlation, is unlikely to be complete in
advance of Tesco's planning application.  The Civi Forum wants to
encourage the Council to take a more active stance on this development.  

Belper Civic Forum aims to
  · promote a more comprehensive vision for this site in the context of the 
    town as a whole;
  · ensure that there is full consultation with the local community.

Let's make sure we have our say this time!
You could: 
  · Write to the paper
  · Let your councillors & MP know what you think
  · Contact us for a questionnaire to fill in
  · Get actively involved - let us know what skills you have or jobs you would 
     like to do
  · Join Belper Civic Forum

BELPERCIVIC FORUM Independent · community based · politically non-aligned

Contact:

belpercivicforum@hotmail.co.uk

or

Secretary:  c/o 67 The Fleet,
Belper, DE56 1NU

Local planning policy is set out in the Amber Valley
Borough Local Plan 2006, available for inspection at the
council offices in Ripley or on the internet at
http://www.cartoplus.co.uk/amber_valley/.

National planning policy for town centres and shopping
is set out in Planning Policy Statement no. 6 (ODPM,
2005), available on the internet at
http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1501955.

Maps in this leaflet are based on the Ordnance Survey
by permission of HMSO.  © Crown copyright.  All rights
reserved.
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The Meadows Edge
The Meadows Edge site falls within the
designated 'town centre' area (TC1), but is
physically right on the edge of the town.  It
is not in the primary shopping frontage (TC2
= King Street). King Street is the preferred
location for shopping development and
where applications for new shops would be
approved without too many questions.
Government and local planning policies
within the rest of the 'town centre' (TC1
area) give preference to:
· Offices including small businesses such as 
  banks, estate agents and hairdressers
· Leisure and entertainment facilities such as
  pubs & restaurants
· Retail (any sort of shop of varying sizes - 
  chains or independent)
· Arts, culture and tourism, such as libraries, 
  museums, visitor centres, cinemas

This is the old Thorntons site off Derwent
Street which we have called the Meadows
Edge.  In the Local Plan it is ER1c: 
Economic Regeneration policy no. 1 site C.
Eric is a mixed use re-development site
identified in the Local Plan for ALL of the
town centre uses listed above.  
Eric says these could include retail but
should not be predominantly retail.  The
precise mix of uses is supposed to be set out
in a development brief which the council is
committed to preparing and adopting
before any proposals are considered.

Introducing ERIC



MORRISONS

NAILERS

CRICKET 

PITCH

STRUTT 

SCHOOL

NORTH + 
EAST MILL

RITZ

RAILWAY 
STATION

FOCUS

LIBRARY

SOMERFIELDS

UNITY MILL

THORNTONS

Site for 

NEW LIBRARY 

CO-OP

LONG ROW 

SCHOOL

CHRIST 
CHURCH

BABINGTON 

HOSPITAL

DER
WENT

 STR
EET

skate 
park

ARISTOC

Possible

NEW 
HOUSING 

ROAD

JUNCTION 

unresolved
at this end

KING STR
EET

B
R
ID
G
E
 S
T
R
E
E
T

MARKET 
PLACE

OTHER DEVELOPMENT 

ON ER1c SITE 

could include businesses 

such as: Argos, petrol 

station, pub-restuarant

STRUTT 
HOUSING

FIELD 
LANE

A
6

A
6

SPORTS 

PITCHES + 

FACILITIES 

adjusted & 

extended

LONG ROW

G
R
E
E
N
 L
A
N
E

OUR UNDERSTANDING  OF 

TESCO PROPOSALS

Possible line 

of 

NEW ROAD -

the line is the 

same under 
Tesco 

proposal as 

other recent  

schemes

N

NE
W 
ST
RE

ETTESCO 

SUPERSTORE  on 

ERIc site (more 

than twice size of 
Morrisons) 

plus 600 cars
 

PYMS

ST PETERS

ASH
BO

URN
E R

OAD

MARKET PLACE 

Not only historic centre of the town, but 
nearer where most people live.   
 

Increasingly ‘bottom end’ shoppers are 
reaching the top end of King Street 
again because there are more 
attractions there, like the Ritz, & the 
Coppice Carpark is free.  
 

Recent consultation suggests a ‘cultural 
quarter’ here, with a community hall 
and shops lining the square as they 
used to do. 
 

Will Meadows Edge shopping halt 

Market Place regeneration? 

NEW LIBRARY/CULTURAL CENTRE 

 

The County Council has funding for a 
new library & adult education centre, 
planned to go on Meadows Edge: built 
by Tesco, but not paid for by them. 
 

During a recent feasibility study 
consultation, a ‘Cultural Centre’ in a 
new development on the Market Place 
proved a popular idea. 
 

Modern libraries are much more than 
just shelves of books.  An earlier 
‘Cultural Centre’ scheme for Belper  
included a library, adult education, 
Fleet Arts, gallery & performance 
space.   
 
Is this an opportunity of a lifetime to get 
a really special well designed public 
building for Belper?  All round the 
country libraries are re-inventing 
themselves & being much better used 
as a result. 

JOBS + HERITAGE 
 

We are losing our traditional industries.  
What is going to replace them?     
 

Will people just live here, but work and 
shop elsewhere (a dormitory town)? 
 

A recent economic development plan 
says our new quality jobs should be in 
tourism & high-tech industries. 
 

If tourism is the future we need to 
protect & display the heritage that 
people have come to see.  A 
distinctive town centre & attractive 
riverside edge will bring people beyond 
the mills & Strutt terraces. 
 

Is it important that people spend their 
money with local businesses and the 
town’s wealth is kept in Belper? 

MEADOWS EDGE OPPORTUNITIES 

 

Currently only sports facilities make use 
of the attractive riverside setting…… 
 

but high quality development here 
could provide a dramatic new town 
edge on derelict industrial land. 
 

Ideas from local people include:  
 

Small business units/workshops  
Housing incl. social & eco-housing 
Expanded sports area & indoor sports 
Rooms for functions 
Youth facilities 
Footpaths & cycle paths 
Raised promenade 
Visitors centre, café & public WCs 
Wildlife park 

 

A lot can be made of : 

• development which would gain 

value from the beautiful setting 

• the bank of the flood plain 

• improvement of river & river banks 

• old mill channels & new flood 

prevention canals 

 

 
 

 

THE BIGGER PICTURE 
 

Belper faces more challenges than 

just a new supermarket…... 

we should tackle these issues as part 

of a plan for the whole town, not as a 

response to one planning application. 
 

• Belper town centre is improving 

(although still vulnerable) 

• new cinema, cafes, deli , clothes 

shops etc have joined a good base 
of existing businesses on King Street  

• more tourists visit the town & it is a 

popular place to live 

• public transport is relatively good - 

we even have a railway station 
BUT……... 

• the historic focal points of the town 

(Bridge Street & the Market Place) 
are struggling  

• Bridge Street is blighted by heavy 

through traffic & narrow pavements 

• much new development in Belper 

has been of poor design 

• bad development will reduce 

Belper’s value as a key part of the 
World Heritage Site & spoil 
important views 

• the town badly needs quality jobs 

• there is a demand for new 

community & arts facilities 

What should the 

new library be 

like? 
 

Where should  

it go? 

 

What is the future for Bridge 

Street shopping? 
 

Is traffic a benefit (access & 

visibility) or a deterance?  

An award-winning car-

park in Witney where the 

drystone walls, hedges 

and trees have more 

impact than the cars 

????

Alfreton Tesco—its not just the superstore 

building & parked cars, but the junctions & 

slip roads which will have an impact. 

The Market Place  
is the historic 
centre of the town 

A NEW ROAD 

 

A town by-pass has been rejected in 
the past, but the current proposal is for 
a very local relief road: 
 

• single carriageway, 30 mph limit 

• runs through industrial backlands & 

top of sports facilities, but not across 
the meadows 

• still de-trunked (only local heavy 

lorries) 

• relieves Bridge Street which could 

become semi-pedestrianised 

• opens up opportunities for new jobs 

& homes next to the town centre 
 

But will it: 

• only be a feeder road to a 

supermarket? 

• make it easy for people to visit new 

shops & not walk through to King St? 

• encourage more through traffic to 

use the A6 rather than the A38? 

• disturb tranquillity of the meadows? 
 

Design issues include: 

• road level may need to be raised 

higher to allow for flooding 

• a new junction at the Triangle—

options include: demolition of 
historic Pym’s;  route through Pym’s 
garden;  turning the junction into a 
roundabout. 

• need for slip road, barriers, bollards 

& traffic lights at superstore junction 

This is the size of the whole 

ERIc site. It is huge. Cut it out 
and place it over King Street, 

for example.  You can see 

what a big impact any 

development there will have 

on the town & why it needs to 

be planned so carefully. 

This is about the 

size of the 

proposed Tesco 

building.  

Cut it out and 

overlay it on the 

map somewhere 

you know well so 

that you can judge 

the size . 

RETAIL PARK  
 

• should we welcome the nation’s 

largest retailer to our town?  

• do we need Tesco if we are to 

compete with neighbouring towns? 

• will a new supermarket & other 

facilities here (library, petrol station, 
Argos etc) support the rest of the 
town centre? 

• do we need a fourth supermarket? 

• you can’t see King Street from 

Meadow’s Edge—will the new road 
be a barrier? 

• the retail park (Morrisons, Focus, 

Tesco & others) will extend along 
most of the river frontage - do we 
want that? 

Do we need a new 

road ? 
 

Do we only need a 

new road to access 

new Meadows Edge 

businesses? 
 

Or is the main 

need to relieve 

Bridge Street? 

 

If a new supermarket  is going 

to come, DOES SIZE MATTER? 

TE
S
C
O
 

Alfreton Tesco—its not just the 

building & parked cars, but the 

junctions & slip roads 

ERIc 

????

????  

 

Will people who shop here also 

make their way into town? ????

LETS KEEP BELPER SPECIAL! 
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Belper town centre is not actually in
the middle of Belper: most of the town
is to the east.
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The mills and Strutt housing which form
an important part of the World Heritage
Site are at the northern end of Bridge
Street, away from the main shopping
area (King Street). At the eastern end of
King Street are the Market Place, which
hosts the popular monthly farmers
market, and the newly-reopened Ritz
Cinema.  Both of these have revived
that part of the traditional town centre. 

AMBER VALLEY BOROUGH
LOCAL PLAN POLICIES:

ER1c = mixed use redevelopment area
TC1 = town centre boundary
TC2 = primary shopping frontages

Belper Town Centre is spread out. 

depending on how it is done,
development of the Meadows' Edge site
could either: 
Reinforce the links between the different
parts of the town centre or 
Draw activity away from the historic
centre.

The key issue is ...
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The Meadows Edge
The Meadows Edge site falls within the
designated 'town centre' area (TC1), but is
physically right on the edge of the town.  It
is not in the primary shopping frontage (TC2
= King Street). King Street is the preferred
location for shopping development and
where applications for new shops would be
approved without too many questions.
Government and local planning policies
within the rest of the 'town centre' (TC1
area) give preference to:
· Offices including small businesses such as 
  banks, estate agents and hairdressers
· Leisure and entertainment facilities such as
  pubs & restaurants
· Retail (any sort of shop of varying sizes - 
  chains or independent)
· Arts, culture and tourism, such as libraries, 
  museums, visitor centres, cinemas

This is the old Thorntons site off Derwent
Street which we have called the Meadows
Edge.  In the Local Plan it is ER1c: 
Economic Regeneration policy no. 1 site C.
Eric is a mixed use re-development site
identified in the Local Plan for ALL of the
town centre uses listed above.  
Eric says these could include retail but
should not be predominantly retail.  The
precise mix of uses is supposed to be set out
in a development brief which the council is
committed to preparing and adopting
before any proposals are considered.

Introducing ERIC
Belper at the
crossroads

Belper has changed many times in the past.
Now we are facing more big changes - 
most immediately the redevelopment of the
former Thorntons site on the Meadows Edge,
now owned by Tesco.  This will have an
impact much wider than the site itself.
This leaflet aims to encourage informed debate
about the future of our town.

The Meadows Edge is a once in a lifetime opportunity to improve the town
as a whole - particularly the links between the town and its river.  We must
get this development right.

Amber Valley Borough Council has yet to come up with alternative views or
visions for Meadows Edge - their Development Brief for the site, currently
being prepared for public consutlation, is unlikely to be complete in
advance of Tesco's planning application.  The Civi Forum wants to
encourage the Council to take a more active stance on this development.  

Belper Civic Forum aims to
  · promote a more comprehensive vision for this site in the context of the 
    town as a whole;
  · ensure that there is full consultation with the local community.

Let's make sure we have our say this time!
You could: 
  · Write to the paper
  · Let your councillors & MP know what you think
  · Contact us for a questionnaire to fill in
  · Get actively involved - let us know what skills you have or jobs you would 
     like to do
  · Join Belper Civic Forum

BELPER CIVIC FORUM 
Independent · community based · politically non-aligned

Contact:

enquiries@belpercivicforum.org

Secretary:  c/o 67 The Fleet,
Belper, DE56 1NU

   

Local planning policy is set out in the Amber Valley
Borough Local Plan 2006, available for inspection at the
council offices in Ripley or on the internet at
http://www.cartoplus.co.uk/amber_valley/.

National planning policy for town centres and shopping
is set out in Planning Policy Statement no. 6 (ODPM,
2005), available on the internet at
http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1501955.

Maps in this leaflet are based on the Ordnance Survey
by permission of HMSO.  © Crown copyright.  All rights
reserved.
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